SUNDAY OF THE CANAANITE

6th February, 2022

Yes Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the
crumbs which fall from their master’s table
(Matthew 15:27)

The Gospel According to Matthew 15:21-28
At that time, Jesus went to the district of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and cried, “Have mercy on me, O
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely possessed by a demon.” But he did
not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send
her away, for she is crying after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord,
help me.” And he answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s bread and throw
it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall
from their master’s table.” Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your
faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly.

Click here for a sermon on this Gospel reading

St Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians 6:16-18; 7:1
Brethren, you are the temple of the living God; as God said, "I will live in them
and move among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
Therefore come out from them, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and
touch nothing unclean; then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you,
and you shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty." Since we
have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of
body and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God.
Click here for Father John’s commentary on this Epistle reading

Today we also Commemorate the holy ones

Photios the Great, Patriarch of
Constantinole

Bucolus the Great, First Bishop
of Smyrna

Barsanuphius the Great and
John the Prophet

Ilyan of Homs

THIS WEEK WE ARRIVE AT THE FEAST OF

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD AND
SAVIOUR IN THE TEMPLE
WEDNESDAY, 2ND FEBRUARY
The Gospel is According to Luke 2:22-40
At that time, the parents brought the child
Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord,
“Every male that opens the womb shall be
called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice
according to what is said in the law of the
Lord, “a pair of turtle doves, or two young
pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem,
whose name was Symeon, and this man was
righteous and devout, looking for the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was
upon him. And it had been revealed to him by
the Holy Spirit that he should not see death
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.
And inspired by the Spirit he came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the
child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the law, he took him up in his arms
and blessed God and said,
“Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have
seen your salvation which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”
And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him; and Symeon blessed
them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising of many
in Israel, and for a sign that is spoken against (and a sword will pierce through your own
soul also), that thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” And there was a prophetess,
Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher; she was of a great age, having lived
with her husband seven years from her virginity, and as a widow till she was eighty-four.
She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day.
And coming up at that very hour she gave thanks to God, and spoke of him to all who
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. And when they had performed everything
according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth.
And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon
him.

Click here to read more about this miraculous feast

TYPIKON OF THE DIVINE LITURGY
SUNDAY OF THE CANAANITE
Hymns After the Small Entrance.
Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode pl. 4
You descended from on high, O compassionate One, and condescended to
be buried for three days, so that from the passions You might set us free.
Our life and resurrection, O Lord, glory be to You.
Apolytikion of the Feast. Mode 1
Lady full of grace, rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, for Christ our God, the Sun of
righteousness has risen from you and He illumined those in darkness. And
you, righteous Elder, be glad in heart, receiving in your embraces the One
who liberates our souls and bestows on us the Resurrection.
Kontakion. Mode 1
You sanctified the virginal womb by Your birth, O Lord, and blessed the
hands of Symeon fittingly, O Christ God; and even now You came and saved
us. Now, give peace to our Nation in time of war, and empower our Leaders,
so loved by You, the only one who loves humanity.
Dismissal
May He who condescended to be held in the arms of righteous Symeon, for
our salvation, and Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through
the intercessions of His all-pure and all-immaculate holy Mother, the power
of the precious and life-giving Cross, the protection of the honorable,
bodiless powers of heaven, the supplications of the honorable, glorious
prophet and forerunner John the Baptist, of the holy, glorious, and
praiseworthy apostles, of the holy, glorious, and triumphant martyrs, of our
righteous and God-bearing fathers, (local patron saint); of the holy and
righteous ancestors of God Joachim and Anna, and of all the saints, have
mercy on us and save us, for He is good and loves mankind.

